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American Cultural Studies (B1=-22+217) is an introductory course focusing on how varyin
g aspects of American cultural have influenced not only the social structure of the United S
tates but also the world. Rather than simply examining the influence that American culture

has had on society, this course also takes a critical approach through the analysis of disc
ourses that have shaped America and its complex relations with both the American people

Course
Description

and the world. Central themes associated with American cultural studies that will be discu
ssed include the various ways in which these themes can be interpreted. These themes,

essential interlocking aspects of what have created American identity, include gender and
society, the representation of youth, American global influence, regional differences in term
s of culture, and the impact of the American city on cultural values. Discussions will focus
on how different aspects of American culture such as film, modern art, architecture, music,
and media have contributed to these themes.
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Description
Related Courses

Course Goals

Projected Result
S

Percentage of th
e original langua
ge classes(%)

Cyber Lectures P

review

Syllabus

Times

Orientation and introduction to t
he course

American Cultural Identity: A ge
neral overview

3 American Cultural Identity: Histo
rical context and the American

Dream

Lecture Topic

SE S

This class will consist of more than simple, straight-forward lectures. Although lectures ar
e a component of the course, they will be integrated with discussions, activities, assignme
nts, and group work. The DKU e-learning campus will be used as an online portion of the
class where assignments can be completed. | believe itis my job to help you understand t
he content of this class, and | will do my best to do so. If you are having any problems or f
eel | can help you in any way, please feel free to contact me anytime.

The overall goal of this course is to not only gain a broad understanding of the key concep
ts involving American cultural studies, but to be able to use critical thinking in ways where
those concepts can be effectively analyzed and evaluated.

By the end of the semester, students should be able to apply concepts learned in this clas
s to new situations in ways that will display effective analysis of American cultural studies.
Methods of accomplishing such goals include organizing information, comparing and contr
asting varying concepts, and drawing connections between ideas related to American cult
ural studies.

For the most part, this course will be taught completely in English. This class uses Englis

h as the medium of instruction (EMI), so itis expected that the students taking this class a
re fluent English speakers. | understand that a majority of the students are not native Engli

sh speakers, so | will do my best to communicate in a clear manner. If there are any issue
s in understanding the lesson due to any language barriers, don't hesitate to ask me to cla
rify anything that may be difficult for you to understand.

Lecture Goals Lecture Methods Assignments

1. Identify key aspe
cts of the class

Answer the self introd
uction questions and
post your self introduc

2. Gain an understa
nding of the class s = Z2|, EQIEESFY,
tructure ol ,

tion.
3. Write self-introdu
ction on e-learning
campus

1. Gain a broad und
erstanding of how A
mericans define the
mselves

Read all materials for
Week 2.

2. |dentify ways in 4o, EQEESTY,
which the world def = ol&{d |
ines Americans

3. Explore various ¢
riticisms regarding t
he American identity

1. Discuss the origi Uo|, EQEESTH, Read all materials for
ns and implications l2d Week 3.

of the American Dre

am
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Times Lecture Topic

American Cultural Regionalism:
A general overview

American Cultural Regionalism:
5 The clash of regional identities
and the formation of the West

6 Gender and American Society:
A general overview

ct

Lecture Goals

2. Apply historical ¢
oncepts related to A
merican identity

3. Identify ways in
which American ide
ntity has been shap
ed through literature
and film.

1. ldentify the variou
s regional differenc
es in terms of Ameri
can culture

2.Discuss ways in
which regional diffe
rences were create
d

3. Examine the impli
cations of forming di
ffering regional iden
tities

1. |dentify the cultur
al conflict that occu
rred between the N
orth and the South

2. Discuss how cult
ural conflict among

Americans in the No
rth and the South ¢

ontributed to art and
literature from both r
egions

3. ldentify ways in
which the West wa
s promoted through
various forms of me
dia

1. Discuss the vario
us waves of feminis
min American soci
ety

2. Place gender iss
ues within the cont
ext of American soc
iety

3.ldentify ways in w
hich the role of wo
men in American so
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Lecture Methods

Assignments

Read all materials for
Week 4.

Read all materials for
Week 5.

Read all materials for
Week 6.
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Times Lecture Topic Lecture Goals Lecture Methods Assignments

ciety has changed
over the years

4o ECEESTY, Prepare for midterm ex

7 Midterm exam Take midterm exam '
olz{d | am

1. Analyze 19th cent
ury roots: culture an
d politics

2. Examine the new

perspective of wom
Gender and American Society: en as represented i Zel, EQEESTY, Read all materials for
The expanding role of Women n literature in the ea | Ol2{d | Week 8.

rly 20th century

3. Analyze the cultu
ral shift involving w
omen from a modern
ist perspective

1. Discuss the evol
ving cultural aspect
s related to the repr
esentation of youth i
n America

Representing Youth: A general 2. Analyze how liter zo| ESEESTH, Read all materials for
overview ature helped shape olz{d | Week 9.
d American youth

3. |dentify difference
s between generati
ons in American so
ciety

1. Analyze how liter
ature such as Mark
Twain’s character T
om Sawyer played
a role in shaping A
merican youth

2. Discuss youth ali
enation in novels s
Representing Youth: From Tom 4o ECEESTY, Read all materials for
10 uch as The Catcher

Sawyer to Generation X , olzfd | Week 10.
in the Rye

3. Identify the irony
of various aspects
of Generation X and
discuss the impact t
hat Generation X ha
s on the changing ti
mes

11 Technology and Media Culture i 1. Discuss the idea zo| EEESTH, Read all materials for
n America: A General Overview of American media i olzdd | Week 11.
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Times Lecture Topic
Technology and Media Culture i
12 n America: From TV to the Intern
et
13 The Transmission of American
Culture: A General Overview
14 The Transmission of American

Culture: Music, Movies, Literat
ure, and the Internet

ct

Lecture Goals

mperialism

2. ldentify ways in
which American me
dia has made a cult
ural impact on Amer
ican society and th
e world.

3. Examine issues i
n American media

1. Discuss the notio
n of media power a
s represented by th
e television family in
America

2. Examine the way
s in which sitcoms
reflect American so
ciety and debate th
e accuracy of theirr
epresentation

3. Analyze the cultu
ral impact of the inte
rmet in American so
ciety

1. Discuss the mod
ern impact of Ameri
can culture on the

world

2. ldentify American
cultural influences
of the modern world

3. ldentify ways in
which American cul
ture has contributed
to the notion

1. Make a connecti

on between Americ

an music, movies, a
nd literature with th

e modern world

2. ldentify ways in
which Hollywood h
as contributed to A
mericanization

3. Discuss the role t
hat the internet has
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Lecture Methods

Assignments

Read all materials for
Week 12.

Read all materials for
Week 13.

Read all materials for
Week 14.
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Times Lecture Topic Lecture Goals Lecture Methods Assignments

played in the sprea
ding of American cu

lture
Zol, EQEESTY,
15 Final exam Take final exam NET Prepare for final exam.
o
Methods of Grading
sequen L -
ce Description Percentage Details
1 Mid—tem Exam 30%
2 Final-exam 30%
3 Pop Quizzes 0%
4 Assignments 20%
5 Reports 0%
6 Presentations & Discussions 0%
7 Attendance 10%
8 0%
9 Others 10% In—class work and participation
All 100%
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Memo

The curriculum for this class is based on materials distributed as part of the class. Depending on the pace of this
course, the semester plan is subject to change. If students miss a class, itis their responsibility to check the e—le
arning campus for materials and notes that were used during their absence.

Generative Al, including ChatGPT, can be used for learning, but If students copy and submit information generated
by ChatGPT or any other artificial intelligence chatbot, it will be regarded as cheating (plagiarism).
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